Biology Syllabus

Instructor:  Mark Meredith

Website:  www.biologyalive.com
Email:  mark@biologyalive.com
Text:  Prentice Hall Biology, Miller, Levine
The Course:
This class focuses on the study of living things and their relationships with other living organisms, as well as the physical environment.  Special attention will be given to the eight unifying themes of biological sciences:

1. Science as a Process


5.  Relationship of Structure and Function

2. Evolution




6.  Regulation

3. Energy Transfer



7.  Interdependence in Nature

4. Continuity and Change


8.  Science, Technology, and Society
Goals:
1. Students shall understand concepts dealing with the nature of science.
2. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of the role of chemistry in life processes.
3. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of the structure and function of cells.
4. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of how cells obtain and use energy (energetics).
5. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of heredity.
6. Students shall investigate the molecular basis of genetics.
7. Students shall examine the development of the theory of biological evolution.
8. Students shall demonstrate an understanding that organisms are diverse.
9. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of ecological and behavioral relationships among organisms.
10. Students shall demonstrate an understanding of the ecological impact of global issues.
Course Requirements:

Each student will maintain an interactive notebook.  Students are responsible for missed work including tests, labs, and homework.  If a student misses the day of a lecture test, the makeup test will be taken on the day of return.  It is the student’s responsibility, not the teacher’s, to find out and take care of missed work.
Daily Required Materials:
(THIS IS NOT OPTIONAL!!!)
Interactive Notebook (1st copy is provided by teacher.)

Textbook

Pens and Pencils                                                                                                                                                
Units to be Covered:

	1.  The Nature of Life
	2.  Ecology

	3.  Cells
	4.  Genetics

	5.  Evolution
	6.  Microorganisms and Fungi

	7.  Plants
	8.  Invertebrates

	9.  Chordates
	


Textbook and Other Resources:

Prentice Hall Biology, 2008 Edition, Miller, Levine
Grading Scale:

	Grading Scale
	Grading Points

	90 – 100  A
	A = 4

	80 – 89  B
	B = 3

	70 – 79  C
	C = 2

	60 – 69  D
	D = 1

	0 – 59  F
	F = 0
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